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FASTWEB AND STARLINK PARTNER FOR A TECHNICAL PILOT TO EXPAND 
MOBILE COVERAGE IN RURAL AREAS 

The companies will begin with a technical pilot in the Apennines, the first of its kind in Italy, 
to test Starlink Mobile’s satellite technology, paving the way to deliver satellite-to-mobile 

coverage to remote and underserved areas. 

 

Milan, 16 July 2026: Fastweb, Italian’s telecom operator, has joined forces with Starlink to 
deliver connectivity in remote locations. As part of the partnership, we will first carry out a 
Direct to Cell technical pilot in the Apennines area, which will be the first of its kind in Italy.  

The mobile network of Fastweb + Vodafone shall be combined with Starlink’s satellite-to-
mobile technology in order to enable direct communication with unmodified mobile 
devices with 4G capabilities. Rather than relying on terrestrial Radio access network, the 
service leverages Starlink’s satellite constellation in Low Earth Orbit, which functions as 
cell towers in space — each one capable of delivering mobile connectivity directly to 
standard handsets from 360 kilometers above the ground. 

The combination of terrestrial mobile infrastructure and satellite network can expand and 
enhance connectivity options by providing access in remote areas, high mountain regions 
or coastal environments where terrestrial coverage is limited or non-existent, ensuring 
more comprehensive and eƯicient connectivity. 

When a terrestrial signal is lost, phones seamlessly switch to Starlink technology, ensuring 
access to data and text messages without the need for any action from the user. Fastweb + 
Vodafone customers will have data available on their devices to use such new technology-
enabled apps as WhatsApp and Google Maps, as well as SMS and MMS messaging 
services. 

“Starlink Mobile has transformed how customers can stay connected with reliable 
coverage in remote locations where terrestrial cellphone signals cannot reach,” said 
Stephanie Bednarek, Vice President of Commercial Sales at SpaceX. “We’re so excited to 
partner with Fastweb in delivering this satellite to mobile service that will enhance 
customers experiences’ with the capabilities to use voice, video and message through apps 
as well as text messaging.”  
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“Our aim is to contribute to the digitalization of the country” – said Marco Raimondi, Head 
of B2C Products in Fastweb + Vodafone – “In this way, Fastweb is once again positioning 
itself at the forefront of innovation in the telecommunications sector in Italy, developing a 
pioneering and comprehensive mobile connectivity solution for our customers.” 

For more information: https://www.fastweb.it/satellite  
 
 
 
About Fastweb + Vodafone: 

With over than 20 million mobile lines and 5.7 million fixed lines, Fastweb + Vodafone establishes 
itself as the country’s leading infrastructure-based operator, leveraging over 25,000 mobile radio 
sites covering 89% of the Italian population with 5G, as well as a proprietary fixed network spanning 
more than 74,000 km, ensuring widespread coverage, with 56% of the network in FTTH (Fiber To The 
Home). By combining Fastweb fixed connectivity assets with Vodafone Italia mobile expertise, 
Fastweb + Vodafone delivers innovative convergent services for households, businesses, and 
public administrations. Driven by a strategic vision focused on value creation, Fastweb + Vodafone 
places infrastructure investments at the core of its growth - expanding fiber-optic fixed networks 
and 5G mobile networks—while fostering continuous technological innovation through AI, Cloud, 
and Cyber Security solutions. With a strong commitment to service excellence and customer 
experience, Fastweb + Vodafone stands as a key enabler of digital transformation across all market 
segments. As part of the Swisscom Group, Fastweb + Vodafone has set an ambitious goal to 
achieve Net Zero Carbon by 2035, fully aligned with the Group’s ESG strategy. EƯective January 1, 
2026, Fastweb S.p.A. and Vodafone Italia S.p.A., following the merger by incorporation approved by 
their respective shareholders’ meetings, became a single corporate entity under the name Fastweb 
S.p.A. 
 
About Starlink Mobile: 
 
Starlink Mobile is the world’s only and largest constellation with 650 launched satellites in low-
Earth orbit that delivers data, voice, video and messaging to devices in remote locations. 
Connecting millions of customers across six continents, Starlink satellites work with existing LTE 
phones wherever you can see the sky. Acting like a cell phone tower in space with the most 
advanced phased array antennas in the world that connect seamlessly across the Starlink network 
over lasers to any point in the globe, it enables network integration similar to a standard roaming 
partner. Starlink is the world’s largest 4G coverage provider and partners with Mobile Network 
Operators all over the world. Learn more here and follow @Starlink on X.  
 


